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Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is with pleasure and a high honor for me to be invited to join you all at your 5th Workshop of API Fellowship Program here in the Island of Phuket tonight.

The API Fellowship Program is yet another ambitious undertaking by the Nippon Foundation under the leadership of H.E. Yohei Sasakawa. In the last few years I have had many opportunities to participate in many activities that the Sasakawa Peace Foundation and the Nippon Foundation' support. As an Asian, I can only say that we are fortunate to have such a visionary and effective philanthropic organization like the NPF and the SPF. We have . all been enriched by their vision and activities, inspired by their dedication and commitment, and encouraged by their unwavering goodwill towards all of us in Asia and beyond.
I just came back from New Delhi where we just made a presentation to the Government of India on how to integrate the 8 states of Northeast India to the rest of Asia. It is an undertaking by the Asian Dialogue Society (ADS) also under the sponsorship of the Sasakawa Peace Foundation, a subsidiary of the Nippon Foundation of Mr. Yohei Sasakawa.

The Asian Dialogue Society dreams of a better Asia in the future. The same dreams as the API and you all are dreaming as a part of your intellectual exercise here during the next few days. So I am very pleased to share some of my views with you all tonight.

Your theme this year is "Are we up to the Challenge ?" The question for me is "A Challenge to do what ?" And I think it is.high time for all of us gathered here tonight to try to respond to that question individually and personally.

As a group of "Asian Public Intellectuals" you are the "Barometers" and "Weather Wands" of all the challenges facing us in the 21st Century.

This is considered "An Asian Century."

An Asian diplomat has just been chosen as the new Secretary General of the United Nations.

The phenomenal economic growth that we have achieved in the past few decades has surpassed any growth rate in human history.

Developing Asia has registered its average annual growth in real GDP at 7.7 between 1986-1995, 6.6 between 1996-2005, 7.6 in 2004 and 6.9 in 2005.

During the same periods, Africa grew by 1.9, 3.9, 4.5 and 5.4 respectively.

The oil rich Middle East did not fare as well. Only at 2.7, 4.5, 5.1 and 4.8 respectively.
Latin America and the Caribbean countries did even worse. Logging in only .at 2.8, 2.6, 4.6 and 3.6 during the same periods.

Developing Asia's Average Annual Growth in Real Per Capita of GDP at the current rate will double every 14 years, while it will take Africa 24 years, the Middle East 27 years and Developing Western Hemisphere 30 years.

Developing Asia has the combined foreign reserves in dollar term, a whopping 972.1 in 2005 and increasing. More than the rest of the word by one third ! (Only 662.8)

As for Greenfield Foreign Direct Investments in new projects, Developing Asia took 65 % of the world total in 2002, 70 % in 2005. The rest of the developing world took only 35-40 % in those two years.

In terms of dollars, FDI Inflows for Developing Asia took 56 % of all FDI to all developing countries in 2003. Almost half of all FDI in developing countries worldwide (49 %). In other words, the rest of the world combined, equal to FDI coming into developing Asia !

And we have 58 % of world population living on our continent !

All indicators of life expectancy, internet penetration, education, innovation, science and technology, Asia is pushing ahead at a pace unprecedented in human history.

I am relating all these figures and indicators to you all to illustrate one simple fact: Asia is experience its rebirth known as the Asian Renaissance.

A recent study by the World Bank released only last September indicates that: "As a result of the growth spurred by global and regional integration, almost everyone in developing East Asia will be living in a middle-income country in a few years."

Can you imagine the purchasing and consuming power of almost 4 billion people of the world's middle income in Asia alone ? What will that do to our societies, our economies, our political systems, our cultures, our environment, and indeed, our Planet Earth ?

"What is going on now in East Asia is something quite new—a renaissance-," . says the report.
"The old Asia relied on the famous flying geese analogy that saw mature industries move to low-wage countries. The new Asia is more innovative and networked—it's characterized by a very competitive business environment that encourages new products and processes and labor force able to absorb new ideas."

It is now assumed and feared that the rewards from knowledge-based economic growth can be concentrated, geographically and socially, and public policies are needed to spread the benefits more evenly.

For the growing number of middle income countries in the region, it
-recommends that a focus is needed on improved management of small and mid-sized cities, broader access to social services and greater transparency and accountability in national and local governments.

There is a need for clean governments prepared to tackle these issues. This is now underway in many countries in the region which have embarked on transition fro a mode of governance based on the "rule off man" to one based on the "rule of law" or as the Chinese say, from renzhi to fazhi.

Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Back to our theme and my initial question: Are we up to the challenge and a challenge to do what ?

My challenge to you all tonight is: How can we Asians do better than others and what can we Asians contribute to the Asian Century ? What difference can we make the 21St Century, with all its problems and challenges, from the 20th Century when it was said to belong to other peoples of other continents ?

We began the 21St Century with the Clash of Civilizations, with 9/11, with the violence of genocide, human insecurity everywhere, with the specter of HIV/AIDS and other pandemic diseases, with increasingly disastrous natural catastrophies, here in Phuket and the Indian Ocean only two years ago, the volatile weather patterns, and the looming threats of global warming as a . consequence of our environmental degradation.

We, Asians and all humanity, have inherited a world already imbalanced both in its physical and spiritual forms.

We are consuming ourselves to death and destruction of our own environment. We have become more selfish, individualistic and competitive for the aggrandizement of ourselves, our egos.

Sixty million years ago, the Dinosaurs faced extinction due to the heavy clouds covering our Earth atmosphere as a result of a giant meteorite falling on the earth surface.

We are now emitting carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, causing global warming that is threatening our specie's own survival.

Our self-destruction is very possible by the causes that we humans are the prime culprits.

The extinction of the Dinosaurs had not moral implication. A specie of God's creature expired out of the natural phenomenon.

But the Planet Earth is running out of steam, depleted of its natural resources, poisoned by its own most intelligent inhabitants, damaged by human greed and insatiable desires.

The challenge before us all, Asians and non Asians alike, but this being a forum for the Asian Public Intellectuals, let us confine to ourselves at the risk of being arrogant, is how to rescue the Planet Earth from its untimely demise,, and thereby saving the human specie from self-destruction ?

We must reach back into our history and cultural heritage to find answers and inspiration for the task before us.

Ours is a continent of Great Religions and Enlightened Prophets. We were taught, and are being taught, to conform with the force of nature. To live within the natural world.

To respect the natural rhythm of change and impermanence. To contain our greed and control our desires. To be compassionate and to extend mercy to all beings.

As oppose to the teaching of the West, we are not taught to tame the force of nature to our own use. We are not taught to seek satisfaction to the Self, but to find a common happiness for our society and communal units. We are not taught to destroy the natural world in order to live in superfluous luxury. We are taught to share in order to live a decent life in peace with each other and in harmony with our natural world.

If an Asian Century is to be different from the last one, it will be in the spiritual dimension of our global community.

Asians are less individualistic, but more communalistic. Naked individualism has lead to mindless consumerism, exploitation, materialistic life style, senseless competition and uncontrollable desires for more of everything. And that is occurring in a world of finite resources and delicate balance of the eco system.

We caught in a Race to the Cliff of Extinction.

Asians will have to remind the world of these basic truths. We need to lead the world in the resurrection of "common consciousness" or "global awareness."

A consciousness that we belong to the same specie. An awareness that we live and share this finite Planet Earth with the rest of humanity. That if we are not careful, we can drive ourselves and our entire specie to total extinction.

Hinduism teaches us about the unity of all beings in their relations to the Parama Atman.

Buddhism teaches us of the wisdom of selflessness or non-self and total detachment. To follow the natural flow and cycle of birth, aging, illness and death. We are all unified in that natural rhythm of the world.

Christianity teaches us of our commonality in the original sin of desires and defiance against God's Will, the course of Nature.

Islam teaches us really that men are the Custodians of the Natural World. That we are the creatures of the One Same God. That we are all his Children.

Somewhere along the way we went astray from all these teachings. We have .become blindly selfish, mindlessly materialistic, competitive to the point of being antagonistic toward one another for no apparent reason than our individual selfishness.

The world must be brought back to its senses.

The Bagawagita talks about Spiritual Oneness of all beings.

Charles Darwin once theorized the principle of "survival of the fittest." That was a physical meaning of "fittest."

Henri Bergson talked about "creative evolution," which added a spiritual- dimension to the physical survival of Darwin. Certain specie, especially humankind, is capable of a spiritual growth in its process of evolution.

Julian Huxley introduced "the science of human possibilities." Edward Wilson suggests "socio-biology"

James Redfield comes up with the idea of "global awareness and global consciousness."

They are talking about the same thing. The need to be aware of the fact that our fate is intertwined, inextricably connected. We either survive together or we disappear together.

Most, if not all, of the ills of the world that we inherit from the past centuries can be remedied by these hidden wisdoms from the previous ages.

The same growth rates that I have outlined above would be meaningless if we continue to pursue them for the sake of growth, devoid of any spiritual dimension.

Do we need to grow at the expense of others, at the expense of our Mother Earth ?

Should we share the products of our growth more equitably so as to put less pressure on our natural resources and our environment ?

Do we consume to survive, or gobble up everything for the sake of luxury -. and decadence ?
It is up to us Asians to continue on the road of "business as usual" and stay the course of consumerism and materialism.

Or are we going to accept the challenge of correcting the course of the world and via away from the Cliff of Extinction.

The Choice is yours. The Choice is Ours.

Let me end by invoking another Sage of four centuries ago. He was Jalaluddin Al-Rumi. A Muslim Sufi. A Persian Sage. Living at the crossroads of divergent cultures and turbulent times, Anatolia of the 17th Century.

Surveying the scenes of changes and conflicts, caught between the burden of the past and the lure of the future, he mused:

"The Vendors of old goods are gone. We are the new Vendors, this is our Bazaar."

So, to you all, Asian Public Intellectuals, You are the New Vendors of New Merchandises.

The 21St Century is your Bazaar.

Make it a good one. Better than when it was the Bazaar of those who came before you.

I know you all are up to the Challenge.
THANK YOU.
