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Today I am delighted to be here with the fifth group of API Fellows. It is also a great pleasure to have with us Dr. Surin Phitsuwan, a renowned public intellectual and former foreign minister of Thailand; Professor Soottiporn Chitmitrapab, the vice president of Chulalongkorn University; Professor Supang Chantavanich, the director of the Institute of Asian Studies; members of the International Selection Committee; members of the Executive Committee; and representatives of our partner institutions.

Furthermore, I would like once again to express my deepest gratitude to Professor Surichai Wun’Gaeo, Ms. Michiko Yoshida and Ms. Saowaros Saetang of the Institute of Asian Studies at Chulalongkorn University. 

Since June 2005, they have played a central role as the Coordinating Institution of the API program. Without their dedicated efforts, together with the support of the Institute of Asian Studies, the API program would not have become what it is today. 
I would also like to thank them for their hard work in preparing for this workshop, and for their efforts not only as a Coordinating Institution but also as a Partner Institution to the host nation.
Last year, at the 4th API workshop in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, I expressed my desire to see the API Community would become a truly influential body—a “Think Tank and Do Tank” that proposes, disseminates and implements initiatives to solve regional problems. 
Over a six-month period from April, 180 API Fellows from five countries held meetings in each country to discuss the future direction of the API Community. 
I am delighted to learn that these discussions have continued here in Phuket over the last few days. Representatives of API Fellows from every country have debated how the API Community should proceed. 

You API Fellows – a select group of public intellectuals – have a deep interest in many different social questions. Using your specialist knowledge and experience, you seek answers to them in your chosen fields. 
With the opportunity provided by the API Fellowship program, you have traveled to neighboring countries to further this knowledge and broaden your experience. On your return home, you have continued your activities for the betterment of your own country or region. I would like to praise all of you for applying what you have learned from the API experience. I am very proud of you.

Today, Asia faces a variety of political, economic, social and cultural challenges. As API Fellows, you confront such issues on a daily basis. 
Because of the nature of the world we live in, many of these problems are multi-layered and complex. National borders count for less; technology—IT included—is advancing; people, goods and information flow more freely; and there is growing interdependence among peoples and nations.
With these developments, the issues have moved on from those we faced twenty or thirty years ago. 

Problems such as environmental destruction, human trafficking and terrorism have many different aspects. These touch on law, economics, human rights, religion, ethnicity and culture. Expertise in one area alone is insufficient to tackle them.   Multidimensional approaches are needed to find solutions. 
Under these circumstances, pooling the individual knowledge and experience possessed by experts in diversified fields, and using them collectively, will be crucial. 
When I think about the API’s purpose, this is how I hope it will develop. 

What makes the API Community unique is the diversity of its Fellows. You include researchers, journalists, artists, NGO activists and more. Each of you is a leader in your chosen field – be it development, the environment, poverty, human rights, media or the arts. Together you represent an aggregate of experts.

Given this diversity, the API Community has tremendous potential. If it can organically integrate the individual knowledge of each fellow and create collective knowledge, it will have the ability to solve all kinds of issues.  

To date, many intellectual networks have emerged in this region, only to disappear without generating effective solutions to the pressing problems it faces. Most of these were transient gatherings of critics and intellectuals, or groups of like-minded people working in the same field of specialty. It was rare to have a continuous and lasting forum like the API Community, where people from different fields and professions could meet and share their knowledge and experience. 

There is another characteristic of the API Community that distinguishes it from other intellectual networks. The API Community is an action-oriented intellectual group of people who share a long-term commitment to the API’s goal: to serve the public and to make society better. 

The API Community does not have physical facilities. It is a virtual organization of intellectuals [committed to API’s common goals, and is CUT - repetitive ] organized and integrated by information technology.  In other words, it is a think tank, but it can also be a “do tank” that implements the ideas generated by the community.

New ideas and solutions that emerge from the API Community must benefit society. Many individuals and organizations have made discoveries and come up with ways to solve social problems. But often these solutions are expressed in language that only experts can understand, and are published in academic journals and books that only experts read.

Here again, the API Community has a comparative advantage. Thanks to its diversity, the API Community includes journalists, artists and professional communicators who have their own ways of reaching the public. They have a knack of making complex issues easily understood by people.
Many challenges face us, sometimes on a scale that is difficult to imagine. All of us, I am sure, still have vivid memories of the devastating tsunami that struck different parts of Asia, including Phuket, two years ago. Thousands died, and the socio-economic consequences are still being felt today. 

But I believe that the API Community, as a community equipped with collective knowledge, and acting as a collective force, is capable of tackling regional issues that test us as human beings. 
Over time, I envisage the API Community playing an important role in the evolution of society.  

Please, therefore, consider how best to put your collective knowledge to work. Please think deeply about what the API Community can do to make a positive contribution to society; how the API Community can best be utilized; and what direction it should go in. 
None of us know what the API Community can achieve. But without question it has enormous untapped potential and I look forward to seeing how you API Fellows develop it. 
Thank you.

