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On May 28 to 30, 2010, the Nippon Foundation Fellowships for Asian Public Intellectuals (API Fellowships Program) will hold a Celebration at Ateneo de Manila University, Manila, the Philippines, to commemorate its 10th Anniversary. 

The Celebration will be jointly organized by The Nippon Foundation and its Partner Institutions in the API Fellowships Program, namely, Ateneo de Manila University, Chulalongkorn University, Indonesian Institute of Sciences, Kyoto University, and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia.

The formal Celebration will comprise three events:

· May 28: Symposium – Asia: Identity, Vision and Position
· May 29: Conference – Asian Conditions, Communities and Directions
· May 30: Exhibitions and Performances  – API: 10 Creative Years
Specially invited Keynote Speakers, Fellows and members of the API Community will participate in the Symposium and the Conference. The Exhibitions and Performances, which will take place at various venues in Manila will be launched on May 30 and open to the API Community on that day; they will be open to the public for a week thereafter.
I. Background: ‘Intellectual, public and Asian’

On the eve of the new millennium according to the Western calendar, feelings about Asia, within and outside the region, were at best mixed. There had been much prediction and even more debate over the likelihood that the 21st century shall belong to, or be dominated by, or revolve around Asia. International academic and media circles promoted and sustained a major and often heated discourse even if little was resolved by it: Will the 21st Century really be the Asian Century?
Whether or not the century would be theirs, Asians themselves were already compelled to grapple with many pressing concerns in and over Asia, including the following:

· Could Asia, famed for a developmental ‘miracle’, and yet laid low by a financial meltdown, solve the economic, social and political problems that continually confronted its people in their own societies and nations, and across the region?

· Could Asia, not long since a major cockpit of extremely divisive Cold War conflicts, aspire to a regional identity that would help to bring its peoples closer to resolve contentious issues peacefully, and manage productively challenges that increasingly required regional cooperation beyond the capacity of any single state?

· Had intellectuals in Asia a major role to play in the region’s multidimensional but unending search for equitable progress, social justice and a dignified position in a rapidly globalizing and shrinking world?

Regional and international diplomacy went to work over these related geopolitical and security matters, some of them hangovers from an earlier era and others the harbingers of potential conflicts. Away from all that, the API Fellowships Program laid the foundations of a novel form of regional identity, cooperation and camaraderie.
For that purpose, the API Fellowships Program turned to Asia’s intellectuals who were already involved in many different expressions of public advocacy and civic intervention in their own communities within their own nations. Convinced that these intellectuals and their communities had much in common – not least a history and a future – the API Fellowships Program established an institutional framework and created opportunities for such intellectuals to be public and to be Asian by learning from one another within the region.

Indeed, it has been a guiding and operating principle of the API Fellowships Program that its Fellows must conduct research and projects in countries other than their own: as always, to know others was to know oneself better.  It was felt and it has been validated in small but significant ways, that a regional identity could not be separate from national distinctiveness and multicultural diversity. To that extent, the API Fellowships Program has taken an important step towards recovering the unifying visions and reaffirming the shared hopes of an older Asian tradition of concerned intellectuals.

Beyond that, the API Fellowships Program encourages Fellows to be clear about the communities they serve and support, to identify and monitor urgent social, economic and cultural issues that these communities face, and to maintain links and cooperation within and outside those communities in search of better solutions to their problems.  

II. Objectives

Since its inception, the API Fellowships Program has drawn together over 270 Fellows from five participating countries. The API Fellows came from different sectors of occupation and areas of activity, bearing expertise and experience in an impressively wide range of fields. Their individual and collective work, research and projects, moreover, were facilitated by the assistance and cooperation extended by numerous host organizations and ‘local counterparts’, thus making the actual API Community larger and more effective than the number of the Partner Institutions suggests.

This Celebration, therefore, is intended as an open recognition and sincere appreciation of the dedicated efforts of the API Fellowships Program founders, Fellows, Partner Institutions and other community members. Not least, it recalls with deep gratitude the unnamed and humble ‘local communities’ in the participating countries of Asia which graciously received and made room for our Fellows. Without such an Asian public, there could have been no API. Remembering this, the Organizers of this Celebration call upon all participants, and especially the API Fellows, to look back, reflect and think ahead: how can the API Fellowships Program better achieve its goals and better serve its Asian public in the next five to ten years? 

Indeed, in the ten years since the API Fellowships Program was launched, the world and Asia changed in important ways, but they also did not change in equally important ways. 

At the beginning of the first decade of the 21st century were hopes of a more peaceful world; at its end, we see instead widening violent conflicts. There has been no peace dividend since the end of the Cold War while a so-called ‘war on terror’ has made terror out of all kinds of conflicts. In the process, besides the incalculable destruction and suffering, inestimable resources are over and over again diverted to purposes that are worse than useless. 

We appear to have moved from a time when the Kyoto Protocols were unilaterally brushed aside to a time when climate change has replaced global warming as a dire alarm for humankind. And, as it were, we have also moved from the ‘East Asian’ financial crisis of 1997 to the ‘global’ financial crisis of 2008. If the failures of Asia’s governance regimes were said to lie at the heart of the 1997 financial crisis, now the success of Asia’s development strategies seems to be at risk from the 2008 economic crisis. 

However we interpret these changes, the truth is, Asia’s socio-economic inequalities and inequities still abound, and progress in many areas has been stifled because of many factors. 

These circumstances make it incumbent on API Fellows to remain attentive to social problems, matters of social justice, and issues of identity, and how we should approach and deal with them. The vast experiences of the API Fellows teach us that issues are directly bound up with communities, and intervention calls for good ideas and practicable methods. 

It is unnecessary here to repeat many platitudes about a borderless world, and transnational this and that. Suffice it to remind ourselves that in future even more than now, if many of our local communities are to receive the attention, support and assistance they require and deserve to advance solutions to their problems, regional cooperation will be a necessity, not a luxury. That applies to cooperation among public intellectuals, too. 

In general, therefore, the Symposium and the Conference have been designed to address several important questions intimately related to the basic themes of the API Fellowships Program. These questions, intended to encourage Fellows to think and act between the past, present and future, include the following:

· How effective was the API Fellowships Program in its ‘First 10 Years’ when measured against the expectations of the Program and all its Fellows?

· What important lessons have emerged from the experiences of the API Fellows of different years that shed light on changing issues and concerns for public intellectuals in the region?

· Has the API Fellowships Program helped its Fellows to develop clearer ideas about the ‘public’ that their work and activities as have served and helped?

· Have the cross-country learning experiences clarified which communities most require the attention and intervention of public intellectuals in the next decade?

· Have the cooperation and mutual learning in the regional projects charted new directions or suggested better ideas for the API Fellowships Program?

· Does the growing number of Fellows reliably signal that the ideals of inter-community collaboration and intra-regional cooperation are surely being realized?

· In what ways should Fellows translate their present links into voluntary, active and sustained networks of public intellectuals to serve their communities more effectively?

To summarize, therefore, the principal objectives of the Celebration are: 

1. Commemorate the visionary founding of the API Fellowships Program

2. Reaffirm the commitment to build a regional community of public intellectuals

3. Assess Asia’s intellectual challenges and how the API Fellowships Program addresses them

4. Seek new directions to act as a community of public intellectuals in the next decade 

5. Share with the public the API Fellowships Program’s ten years of creative achievements.

III. Structure and events

A. May 28: Symposium – Asia: Identity, Vision and Position
Ten years of API Fellows’ work and research have produced a remarkable level of cross-national learning at public, grassroots and community levels. For a variety of sectors, there has been a growing archive of instructive knowledge and collective experience, and a moving record of learning, exchanging and participating in settings away from home, far from what was familiar, together with people whom one wanted to know.

Still, it is improbable for us to feel that we belong to a community if we lack reliable and shared ideas about our ‘other community members’.  Hence, the Symposium begins with a reflection on issues of identity and regional history. 

Moreover, it is hardly valuable to belong to a community if one is not entitled to an equitable share of its commonwealth in principle and practice. Hence, the Symposium continues with discussions of visions of social justice and ways to attain it. 

Finally, it is by now scarcely viable for local communities, especially those that deserve the support of public intellectuals, to be isolated from other communities. Hence, the Symposium devotes a third session to a contemplation of the reach and impact of globalization.  

For the Symposium three eminent Keynote Speakers have been invited to share their views of the themes that move API and inspire the work of its Fellows. 

The Symposium sessions, open to API Fellows, API Community Members, and invited guests, are as follows:

Session 1: Changing identities and their social, historical and cultural contexts.

The Keynote Speech will be delivered by Dr Benedict R. O’G. Anderson, Professor Emeritus of International Affairs, Cornell University, author of Imagined Communities, The Spectre of Comparisons and Under Three Flags, among other acclaimed books, and renowned for his majestic studies of Southeast Asia and profound commentaries on historical and social developments. 

Session 2: Reflections on the human condition and the search for social justice

Pending confirmation, the Keynote Speech will be delivered by an internationally renowned figure who has demonstrated highly respected commitments and attainments in working towards social justice.

Session 3: Globalization: Structures, processes and alternatives

The Keynote Speech will be delivered by Dr Jomo K. S., Assistant Secretary-General, United Nations, an internationally respected economist and API Fellow whose work as academic, researcher and public intellectual has enriched our understanding of the different dimensions of Asia’s changing position under conditions of rapid globalization. 
B. May 29: Conference – Conditions, Communities and Directions
This is above all, a conference ‘by and for’ API Fellows. 

In a departure from the organizational format adopted for each year’s API Workshop which involves principally the Fellows of that year, Fellows attending the 2010 Conference are not required to present individual papers on research projects or topics that occupied them over the duration of their fellowship. Instead, Fellows will be required to express their views on the key concerns of the API Fellowships Program in the next five to ten years, namely:

· Current concerns of Asian public intellectuals

· Target communities and special sectors

· Practicable ways of working and networking

To optimize the engagement of Fellows with these concerns, Fellows will be required to participate thoughtfully in several activities organized before and during the Conference.

Before the Conference, Fellows must complete a questionnaire that seeks to obtain their views on the key concerns mentioned above. Subsequently, within assigned groups, and by email or other internet-based methods, Fellows will discuss the information and views collated from the questionnaires.

The Conference itself is divided into four components:

· a Break-up Meeting for each group to formulate a collective and coherent view of the key concerns

· a second Break-up Meeting for each group to prepare a Power Point presentation of its views

· a Plenary Session during which each group will make its Power Point presentation, and,

· a Final Session which brings together all Keynote Speakers, commentators, and Fellows to discuss, in an open and free manner, the ideas and views contained in the group presentations.

To facilitate Conference organization and decentralize its management and coordination, each Fellow will be assigned to a group (according to simple and rough considerations of country, field and year of fellowship) and each group will be assigned a Convener. Each group should select its own team to prepare its presentation. 

C. May 30: Exhibitions and Performances – API: 10 Creative Years
In recognition of the creative efforts of many API Fellows, several exhibitions of art works (visual, film, photographic, musical, dance and dramatic) located in different venues in Manila will be mounted for the 10th Anniversary Celebration.  All Fellows who have produced such works of art are encouraged to submit them, but only a selection from the submitted works can be displayed owing to budget and space considerations. 

In addition, Fellows are encouraged to submit texts such as books, journals, magazines and papers arising from their research. All such submissions will be included in a research archive that will form part of the Exhibitions. 

The Exhibitions and Performances will be launched on May 30. They will be open to all Keynote Speakers, API Fellows and Community Members on that day. For a week following, the Exhibitions and Performances will be open to the public. Not only will the Exhibitions and Performances showcase the cultural and artistic attainments of API and its Fellows, they will return to the public, albeit the public in Manila and the Philippines initially, some of the rich and valuable experiences which API Fellows have received from an Asian public in the course of the past ten years.
IV. Our mutual hopes

With the active participation of all attending Fellows, it is very much hoped, the Celebration will express the sense of community that is critical to the spirit and success of the API Fellowships Program. The Organizers will do their best to provide a milieu that will allow Fellows to celebrate a valuable venture, which they have made theirs, and create an opportunity for them to relive some fellowship experiences, meet again many Fellows previously encountered, and meet others for the first time. 

Naturally, the success of the Conference in particular depends crucially on Fellows’ engagement with the topics of concern, the ideas of the Keynote Speakers, and the Group presentations. Above all, the API Fellowships Program hopes to hear Fellows’ concerns for the Next Ten Years so that the Program, embracing Fellows present and future, and the Participating Institutions, can attain our fundamental vision of creating and sustaining a vibrant, living community of Asian Public Intellectuals who play a role in the daily lives and pursuits of Asian communities.

The founders of the API Fellowships Program never envisioned ours to be a community of the movers and shakers of the world, as the phrase is commonly understood. Yet after our first ten years, we have good reason to believe that what we have done, what we do, and what we shall do will move some and shake others as we shape our regional identity,  pursue social justice, and demarcate a rewarding and dignified engagement with the rest of the world.

At the 1st API Workshop held in Cebu in 2002, the API Fellowships Program Director, Tanami Tatsuya, asked, ‘Where have all the “traditional” intellectuals gone?’ Wherever they had gone before, with API we can humbly say that in a small but visible way they have come public in Asia. 

Join us in this Celebration to advance our imagination and construction of Community – that binds our national communities via the API community to our regional community.
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