




The API Fellowships Program
What is the API Fellowships Program?

It is a fellowships program that provides a grant to successful applicants to carry out a project during the fellowship 
period of  one month to one year in a country or countries participating in the API Fellowships Program (currently 
confined to Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand).

What are API Senior Fellowships and API Fellowships?

The fellowships are offered under two categories: API Senior Fellowships and API Fellowships.

The API Senior Fellowships are meant for those with an established track record as a public intellectual and who 
are at least 40 years of  age, as of  August 31, 2011. The fellowship period should be a minimum of  one month to a 
maximum of  twelve months in up to four of  the countries participating in the API Fellowships Program 
(Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand). 

The API Fellowships are for those under 40 years of  age as of  August 31, 2011. The fellowship period should be a 
minimum of  four months to a maximum of  twelve months in one or two of  the countries participating in the API 
Fellowships Program (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand). 

For both categories, the fellowship period must be continuous. The minimum period of  visit to a Participating 
Country where the proposed research project and/or professional activities are conducted is one month and cannot 
include the native country or country of  residence.

What can I do as a project?

The project may take several forms: a research paper, a film, a series of  journalistic articles, data gathering, building 
networks, a work of  art, etc.; but it must fulfill the following three conditions:

It must NOT be part of  your regular employment output;•	
It must contribute to the goals of  the API Fellowships Program, and must fit in with the API themes •	
(please refer to page 3); 
It must have a tangible output (a research paper, a film, a photo essay, etc.).•	

The project must be carried out in one or more of  the API Participating Countries (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Thailand), but NOT in your native country or country of  residence. 

While Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam have become members of  the API Fellowships Program from 2010 and 
Fellowships have been awarded to applicants from these countries, these three countries are not as yet available as 
the country/ies in which to conduct projects.

You will need to identify one institution as the Host Institution in the country or countries where you will be 
going to on your project. The Host Institution will be your institution of  affiliation for your fellowship period in the 
country. 

The fellowship period is from July 1, 2012 to July 31, 2013. Thus, the research project or professional activities can 
start on or after July 1, 2012 and should end on or before July 31, 2013.
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The API Fellowships Program
Who can apply?

Anyone involved in the production and exchange of  knowledge or ideas in line with the goals of  the API 
Fellowships Program can apply. This includes academics, researchers, media professionals, artists, writers, NGO 
workers, social workers, public servants, and others who work for the betterment of  society.

You will need sufficient knowledge of  the English language to conduct your project and to share the
results with the wider audience afterwards.

What are the goals of the API Fellowships Program?

The API Fellowships Program aims to:
Create and nurture a community of  public intellectuals in Asia,•	
Promote mutual learning among Asian public intellectuals, and•	
Contribute to the growth of  public spaces in which effective responses to regional needs can be •	
generated.

In selecting Fellows, the API Fellowships Program will favor those whose projects address critical issues in the 
region, use creative and multidisciplinary approaches, and have some element of  advocacy.

What are the API themes for this year?

Changing Identities and Their Social, Historical, and Cultural Contexts•	
Reflections on the Human Condition and the Search for Social Justice•	
Globalization: Structures, Processes, and Alternatives•	

What is the API Community?

The API Community consists of  (1) all recipients of  the API Senior Fellowships or the API Fellowships, who have 
finished their fellowship activities and participated in the API Regional Workshop, and (2) everyone involved in the 
API Fellowships Program as selection committee members, Program Directors, and Coordinators. This growing 
community now numbers more than 300 individuals of  varied backgrounds, but with a shared commitment. Mem-
bers meet in local and cross-country functions, as well as through informal networks and collaborative projects at 
the national and the regional levels.

What does the API Fellowships Program provide?

A stipend and housing allowance during the fellowship period. The amount varies by country and •	
the length of  the fellowship.
International transportation costs for one round trip.•	
Domestic transportation allowance.•	
Research allowance to cover computer costs, field expenses, books, translation fees, etc.•	
Travel insurance during the fellowship period.•	
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The API Fellowships Program
How are API Fellows chosen?

In each Participating Country (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand), there is a
selection committee comprised of  established public intellectuals. This committee evaluates all the
applications, invites a shortlist for interview, and sends its recommendations to an International
Selection Committee which makes the final decision. The selection procedure is confidential.
 

What is the schedule for the selection process?

The application period is from July 1, 2011 to August 31, 2011.•	
Interviews will take place in September/October 2011*.•	
The results will be announced in February 2012.•	

* There will be no make-up interview if  the applicant is not able to attend the interview on the designated date. Therefore, those who 
cannot be present on the interview day will be automatically dropped from the selection process.

Selected Fellows will be required:

To attend the Orientation and Country Workshop in February/March 2012.•	
To carry out the project within the time frame of  July 1, 2012 to July 31, 2013.•	
To attend the annual API Regional Workshop to be held in November 2013.•	
To present the results of  the project through papers and other materials. •	
To disseminate the results of  the project to a wider audience, whenever possible.•	
To submit a final Workshop Paper for publication after the API Regional Workshop.•	

By fulfilling all commitments above, you will become a member of  the API Community. You will be expected to 
participate in the various activities of  the Community, and you will have opportunities to apply for post-fellowship 
programs.

Where can I get more information?

Kindly visit the API website (www.api-fellowships.org) and the website of  the Partner Institution in your country 
(see the section “Partner Institutions”). Contact the Partner Institution directly should you have any questions.
Note: Please take careful note of the projects conducted by Fellows in previous years, which you can find from the API website (http://www.api-fellowships.org/body/profile.php). Try to avoid doing a 
project that is overly similar to any one of them. 

Where do I apply?

Apply to the Partner Institution in your native country or country of  residence. Refer to pages 9 and 10 for further 
details on Partner Institutions.

Please note!
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You may NOT apply for an API Fellowship for a project in your •	
        native country and/or country of  residence (if  different from the native  
        country). While Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam have become 
        members of  API, these three countries are not yet available for the   
        conduct of  projects.

You need to identify a Host Institution in the country/ies where you •	
propose to carry out your research project.
Your application must be typewritten. Handwritten applications will not •	
be processed.
The selection procedure is confidential.•	

There will be no make-up interview if  the applicant is not able to attend •	
the interview on the designated date. Those who cannot be present 
on the interview day will be automatically dropped from the selection 
process.
Any misrepresentations made willfully or otherwise, in the application •	
or accompanying documents, may be cause for the revocation of  a 

        Fellowship grant at any time.
It is mandatory to attend the Orientation and Country Workshop on the •	
designated date once you are selected as API Fellow.
Costs for the proper visas and/or research permits in the country/ies •	
where the research project is to be carried out will have to be covered 
by the Fellow.



The API Fellowships Program has two categories: API Senior Fellowships and API Fellowships. The 
categorization is based essentially on the age of  the applicant. 

General Eligibility for both the API Senior Fellowships and API Fellowships

• Applicants must hold a proper residence status of  one of  the five Participating Countries and reside in the 
  country (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand) at the time of  the application;
• Applicants must attend the interview at the designated date and place;
• Applicants must propose research projects and/or professional activities which start on or after July 1, 2012 
  and should end on or before July 31, 2013;
• Applicants must have a basic knowledge of  English. An ability to speak a language/s of  the country/ies 
  where the proposed research project and/or professional activities are conducted will be an asset; and
• Applicants must be based in the region/country and will continue to be so in the future. 
• When selected, they must attend the Orientation and Country Workshop in February/March 2012. Non-  
   participation in these activities may be cause for the cancellation of  the fellowship grant.

API Senior Fellowships

In addition to the general eligibility above, the applicants for the API Senior Fellowships must: 

• Be 40 years of  age or more as of  August 31, 2011 (exceptions may be made);
• Have the ability and experience to conduct research projects and/or professional activities in the Participating 	
   Countries (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand) other than his/her native country or 
   country of  residence; 
• Undertake the proposed research projects and/or professional activities in up to four of  the Participating 
  Countries (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand), but in a country/ies other than in the 
  applicant’s native country or country of  residence;
• Undertake the proposed research projects and/or professional activities for a continuous period of  between 
   one to 12 months; and 
• Have the ability, influence, and means to disseminate the results of  their research projects and/or 
   professional activities. 

API Fellowships

In addition to the general eligibility above, the applicants for the API Fellowships must:

• Be under the age of  40 as of  August 31, 2011 (exceptions may be made);
• Have the ability and desire to engage in research projects and/or professional activities in the Participating 
   Countries (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand) other than his/her native or country of  
   residence;
• Have a strong potential to contribute to their field in the future;
• Undertake the proposed research projects and/or professional activities for a continuous period of  between 
   four to 12 months; and
• Undertake the proposed research projects and/or professional activities in up to two of  the Participating 
   Countries (Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand), but in a country/ies other than the 
   applicant’s native country or country of  residence. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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APPLICATION MATERIALS
Application materials must consist of  the following:

1. Application Form and Datasheet (Please refer to pages 7&8. You may also download it from the website: 
www.api-fellowships.org). Information must be type-written.

2. A Cover Letter with a brief  introduction of  yourself  and details as to why you are applying for the API Fel-
lowships Program. 

3. A full Curriculum Vitae written in English. It should have a maximum of  three pages in length and
should contain details on your education, professional career, publications, and achievements.

4. A Project Proposal addressing the following questions (maximum of  five pages in length):
	 (1) Why are you applying for the API Fellowships Program?
	 (2) Who are “public intellectuals” according to your definition?
	 (3) What is your project? Please answer in detail.
	 (4) Why do you want to carry out this project?
	 (5) Why are you the right person to do this project? (Mention relevant previous experience.)
	 (6) How are you going to do it? (Methodology)
	 (7) What will the outputs of  your project be (Research paper, video, performance, etc.) and how 
	       will you disseminate them?
	 (8) How will your project contribute to the goals of  API?
	 (9) What are your past achievements and future plans as a public intellectual (organization, 			 
      advocacy, publications, etc.)? How will this Fellowship help you? 

5. Two (2) Reference Letters with the original signatures of  the referees. If  these are not in English, you must 
provide an English translation. These letters should be addressed to the API Fellowships Program, and should 
have been written within three months before the deadline for submission. 

What is the Format for submission of  application materials in the PHILIPPINES?

1. Application materials may be submitted via E-mail or regular mail / hard copy submissions.

2. For submission via e-mail, please send application materials to the following addresses:
inazareno_api@yahoo.com and apiprogram.office@gmail.com

3. For submission via regular mail / hard copy submissions, applicants are requested to use A4-sized paper.  
Please enclose all documents in a sealed long brown envelope with the applicant’s name and address clearly 
indicated at the back.  Please address the envelope to:

API Fellowships Program
Ground Floor, Center for Community Services Building
Social Development Complex
Ateneo de Manila University
Loyola Heights, Quezon City 1108
Philippines

Note:
Project proposals written by persons other than the applicant himself/herself  are not •	

       acceptable.
Any form of  plagiarism in the project proposal is also strictly prohibited.•	
Application materials must be COMPLETE at the time of  submission in order to be processed.•	
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Application Form for Year 2012-2013 
INSTRUCTIONS 

Please answer each question clearly and 
completely. TYPE ONLY. Handwritten 

applications will not be accepted.  
API Fellowships Program 

 

1. Your name as it appears in your international passport 
      
2. Title of your project 
      
3. Brief description of the project (50 words or less) 
      

4. Which API theme is your focus? Select only one box. (see p. 3) 
  Changing Identities and Their Social, Historical, and Cultural Contexts    
  Reflections on the Human Condition and the Search for Social Justice    
  Globalization: Structures, Processes, and Alternatives    

5. Fellowship category 
Senior Fellowships (40 years of age or more)             API Fellowships (under the age of 40)  
6. Where and when will you carry out the project? 
Note: Fellowship period has to be continuous throughout your fellowship. You cannot include the following 
countries: a) your native country or country of residence and b) Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. You can make only 
one visit per country. 

Country From date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

To date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Host Institution 
(What contacts have you made?) 

                      
                      
                      
                      
7. Total Fellowship period:      months and      weeks (Note: Maximum is 12 months.) 
8. How good is your English language, reading, writing, and speaking? 

READING WRITING SPEAKING 
Good Fair Poor Good Fair Poor Good Fair Poor 

    
9. Have you taken the TOEFL or similar tests? 

Name of the tests Your score     
               
               
               
10. What language(s) will you need for the project? What preparations have you made? 
Note: We cannot provide separate additional funds for interpreters. 

Language(s) Preparations you have made 
            
            
            
            
11. What grants, scholarships, and fellowships have you received over the last ten years? 
Please also include those that you have or are currently applying for. 

Grant/Institution Project title 
Dates 

From 
(dd/mm/yyyy) To (dd/mm/yyyy) 
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Datasheet for Applicants for Year 2012-2013 
INSTRUCTIONS 

Please answer each question clearly and 
completely. TYPE ONLY. Handwritten 

applications will not be accepted.  
API Fellowships Program 

12. Your title (Dr., Prof., Ms., etc.) 
      

13. Date of birth     
(dd/mm/yyyy) 
        /     /      

14. Sex 
Male     Female  

15. Age 
      

16. Current position/profession/affiliation 
Position/Profession Institution Address 

                 
17. Home address 
      
18. Phone numbers 19. Fax number 

Home Office Mobile                        
20. E-mail address 
      
21. Country of birth 
      

22. Country of citizenship 
      

23. Country of current residence 
     

24. I certify that all the information provided in this application are true and correct. 
 

 
 

DATE:       SIGNATURE:       
 (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 
  (When applying by e-mail, type your name) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COORDINATING INSTITUTION
Institute of  Asian Studies (IAS), Chulalongkorn University 
3rd Floor, Prajadhipok-Rambhai Barni Building, Chulalongkorn University 
Phyathai Road, Bangkok 10330, Thailand 
Contact: Ms. Michiko Yoshida/ Ms. Ratana Poopitakchatkaew
URL: http://www.api-fellowships.org 
Tel: +66-2218-7422 Fax: +66-2652-5283 
E-mail: api_fellowships@chula.ac.th

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS
Indonesia
Research Center for Regional Resources (PSDR), Indonesian Institute of  Sciences (LIPI) 
Widya Graha, 9th Floor, Jln. Jen. Gatot, Subroto, No. 10, Jakarta 12170, Indonesia 
Contact: Dr. John Haba / Dr. Yekti Maunati
URL: http://www.api-indonesia.info/ 
Tel: +62-21-526-5152/525-1542 ext. 680/737
Fax: +62-21-526-5152/570-1232 
E-mail: darahkubiru@yahoo.com, yektim@yahoo.com 

Japan
Center for Southeast Asian Studies (CSEAS), Kyoto University 
46 Shimoadachi-cho, Yoshida, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606-8501, Japan 
Contact: Ms. Naoko Maeno / Ms. Motoko Kondo
URL: http://www.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/api/ 
Tel: +81-75-753-7348/7391
Fax: +81-75-753-7350 
E-mail: api@cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp 

Malaysia
Institute of  Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS) 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) 
43600 UKM Bangi, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia 
Contact: Ms. Dorothy Fernandez-Robert / Ms. Noraini Dhiauddin
URL: http://www.ikmas.ukm.my/api/ 
Tel: + 60-3-8921-3576/3205
Fax: +60-3-8926-1022/9253 
E-mail: drob@ukm.my, ainidee@ukm.my, apifellowships@yahoo.com

Philippines
School of  Social Sciences, Ateneo de Manila University (ADMU)
Ground Floor, Center for Community Services (CCS) Building 
Social Development Complex 
Loyola Heights, Quezon City 1108, Philippines 
Contact: Ms. Isabel Consuelo A. Nazareno / Ms. Kristine Santos
URL: http://www,apiprogramphilippines.com
Tel: +63-2-426-6001 ext. 5205/5240
Fax: +63-2-426-1279 
E-mail: inazareno_api@yahoo.com, api@admu.edu.ph, apiprogram.office@gmail.com
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PARTNER INSTITUTIONS
Thailand
Institute of  Asian Studies (IAS), Chulalongkorn University 
3rd Floor, Prajadhipok-Rambhai Barni Building, Chulalongkorn University 
Phyathai Road, Bangkok 10330, Thailand 
Contact: Ms. Thamonpat Cooperider
URL: http://www.api-fellowships.org 
Tel: +66-2218-7422
Fax: +66-2652-5283 
E-mail: api_fellowships@chula.ac.th

THE NIPPON FOUNDATION
The Nippon Foundation is an independent, non-profit, grant-making organization that was founded in 1962. It 
supports projects both in Japan and overseas. It funds activities in three areas: social welfare and volunteer support, 

tions, non-governmental organizations and international organizations. 

For more information on The Nippon Foundation, please refer to the following:

The Nippon Foundation 
International Program Department 
1-2-2 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-8404, Japan 
URL: http://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp/eng/ 
Tel: +81-3-6229-5181 Fax: +81-3-6229-5180 
E-mail: api@ps.nippon-foundation.or.jp 
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